E1298

struggling with serious health problems
caused by 9/11. In particular, | would like to
recognize the achievements of the Co-Found-
ers of Unsung Heroes, John Sferazo and
Marvin Bethea, as well as the organization’s
treasurer, Mike Arcari, and secretary, Julie
Hernandez.

John Sferazo arrived at Ground Zero on the
morning of September 12th. A structural iron
worker, John immediately began removing
crushed vehicles from the site. For the next 30
days, John cut through and removed iron and
steel to try to rescue or recover those trapped
under the pile. John suffered significant dam-
age to his lungs as a result of his work and
has not been able to perform his regular job
since August 1, 2004. Since that time, he has
poured his considerable energies into helping
others, primarily through his work as the Presi-
dent of Unsung Heroes Helping Heroes.

An independent paramedic with a private
hospital, Marvin Bethea was dispatched to
Ground Zero on September 11th by the New
York City Fire Department. Marvin was a block
away from Ground Zero when the first tower
fell. He was buried in the lobby of a nearby
bank building, but was able to get out and at-
tend to the medical needs of people nearby.
When the second Trade Center tower col-
lapsed, Marvin was again covered in debris.
Marvin returned to Ground Zero on September
14th to continue giving medical assistance to
victims and to rescue workers. Five weeks
later, he suffered a stroke attributed to 9/11.
Like his friend and colleague John Sferazo, he
has since worked tirelessly, despite major,
persistent health problems, to help others.

In a few short years, Unsung Heroes Help-
ing Heroes has established an impressive
track record of advocacy on the city, state and
federal levels. In 2006, the organization
worked with the State of New York to extend
the deadline for 9/11 responders to apply for
workers’ compensation benefits. | was proud
to work with Unsung Heroes in our successful
campaign to provide the very first federal fund-
ing for 9/11 health care needs. In support of
their very worthy cause, John and Marvin
have organized countless press conferences,
rallies and fundraisers, and have lobbied offi-
cials on all levels of government.

Madam Speaker, as John and Marvin and
their colleagues would no doubt tell you, we
are in the middle of a gathering health crisis.
The deaths of at least eight 9/11 responders
have been widely documented in the media,
although | believe that there are many more
untimely deaths out there that have yet to
come to light. | strongly believe that we must
act now to make sure that tragedies like these
never happen again. If we fail to meet our ob-
ligation to care for those sickened or injured
by 9/11, | fear that no one will be either willing
or able to help in the event of a future dis-
aster.

| believe that all Americans should be proud
of leaders like John Sferazo and Marvin
Bethea and their colleagues at Unsung He-
roes Helping Heroes, who have dedicated
themselves to making sure that in America,
we will take care of those who take care of us.
Madam Speaker, | ask that my distinguished
colleagues join me in saluting Unsung Heroes
Helping Heroes, Inc.
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Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, today | am
happy to rise before you and ask my col-
leagues in the 110th Congress to honor
former Bay City Mayor Robert Katt.

Robert Katt was born in Pontiac, Michigan
on July 30, 1942. His family then moved to
Bay City where he attended Washington Ele-
mentary School. In 1960 Mr. Katt graduated
from Bay City Central High School. He went
on to attend Delta College before joining the
U.S. Army. Bob served his country in the U.S.
Medical Corps from 1962 to 1965. During that
time, he married his wife Barbara. He is also
survived by two children and two grand-
children.

In 1981 Robert Katt decided to further serve
his community and was elected Bay County
Commissioner. He served as 6th Ward Bay
City Commissioner from 1987 to 1993 and
from 1995 to 2003. Bob served as Commis-
sion President from 1991 to 1993 and from
2000 to 2003. In 2003 Mr. Katt decided to
begin his campaign for Bay City Mayor, and
was elected to the position in November of
that year, where he remained until his death in
2006.

Aside from his elected positions, Mayor Katt
was active throughout his community. He was
affiliated with the Bay City Central Booster
Club and served as chairman of the South
End Citizens District Council. Bob was a mem-
ber of UAW Local 362, having worked at Gen-
eral Motors Corporation for 38 years.

Madam Speaker, once again | ask my col-
leagues to join me in honoring Robert Katt
and his legacy to Bay City, Michigan.

———————
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Mr. ACKERMAN. Madam Speaker, it is with
a heavy heart that | rise today to honor the
memory of Ruth Zises, a dear friend and role
model, who sadly succumbed to iliness earlier
this year.

Ruth was a unique woman whose presence
brightened the faces and warmed the hearts
of everyone she encountered. Ruth was a
deeply principled woman who wore her pas-
sions with profound pride. She was enor-
mously dedicated to her family and friends
and intensely devoted to her beliefs. Ruth
translated her convictions into action by found-
ing, together with her family, the Genesis Cen-
ter in Jerusalem, an academy devoted to en-
hancing the lives of young adults by incor-
porating Jewish scholarship with civic engage-
ment and political action. Ruth’s service and
support of countless other institutions, organi-
zations and charities made her a model of
generosity.

While Ruth’s attention to the needs of her
community was commendable, her family was
always the focal point of her life. Ruth’s devo-
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tion to her husband Bernie, sons Selig, Sey-
mour and Jay, her nine grandchildren and six
great-grandchildren inspired all who knew her.

Madam Speaker, words can not capture the
generosity of spirit and warmth that Ruth Zises
exuded. All that can be said is that she will be
terribly missed by the scores of people fortu-
nate enough to have had known her.

Madam Speaker, | ask all of my colleagues
to join me in recognizing and remembering the
exemplary life of Ruth Zises.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF COLONEL
TODD R. SMITH

HON. BRAD ELLSWORTH
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Mr. ELLSWORTH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to commend Colonel Todd R. Smith for
his extraordinary service as Commander of
Crane Army Ammunition Activity (CAAA) in
Crane, Indiana. Colonel Smith has been se-
lected to serve as the Chief of Staff for the
Joint Munitions Command in Rock Island Ar-
senal, lllinois. Rock Island’s gain is Crane
Army’s loss. | know | speak for everyone at
Crane when | say that Colonel Smith leaves a
strong legacy of achievement and CAAA is a
more efficient operation because of his leader-
ship and service.

Colonel Smith, a native of Bluefield, West
Virginia, arrived at Crane Army in July 2004
as a highly regarded and decorated leader in
the Army having served in leadership positions
in Germany, Korea and the U.S. He also com-
manded the Lone Star Army Ammunition Plant
in Texarkana, Texas from July 1999 to July
2001. Prior to arriving at CAAA, Colonel Smith
served as Chief, C/J4 Munitions Division,
Combined Forces Command and United
States Forces Korea.

Colonel Smith’s vision and leadership at
Crane Army, particularly through his focused
implementation of the Lean Six Sigma and
Continuous Improvement, has resulted in the
creation of an organizational culture that re-
sulted in increased efficiency and quality of
service throughout all operational areas at
CAAA. In fact, Colonel Smith was able to de-
crease annual project costs by $2.6 million
while maintaining the expected high level of
production.

The Crane Continuous Improvement pro-
gram highlights the determined leadership
Colonel Smith has provided at CAAA. Under
his leadership, CAAA has produced 6 Lean
Six Sigma Black Belts, 40 Lean Six Sigma
Green Belts, 22 Lean Six Sigma Executive
Leaders, and 24 Lean Six Sigma Project
Sponsors. CAAA’s establishment of the Am-
munition, Transportation, Tracking, and Con-
trol Center (ATTACC) remains the hallmark of
the  Continuous Improvement program.
ATTACC, located on base at CAAA, allows
depot operators to utilize proactive logistics
through a shared computer application. The
result is more accurate schedules and efficient
planning for the processing of ammunitions re-
ceipts and issues. ATTACC is a sterling exam-
ple of Crane Army’s mission statement, “Only
Our Best for the World’'s Best!”

It is a testament to Colonel Smith’s leader-
ship that CAAA has been nationally recog-
nized for excellence. CAAA was honored with
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